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Sat.  Oct.  8,  1927 
  RELEASE  


ANNOUNCEMENT:      Nbw  for  some  farm  news.'     As  usual  at  this  time,  we  have 
our  Farm  News  Digest  prepared  "by  the  United  States  Department  of  Agri- 
culture and  released  each  week  "by  this  Station. 


Here*s  something  for  the  milk  men.     The  United  States  Department  of 
Agriculture  has  prepared  exhibits  showing  new  developments  and  problems 
in  the  dairy  industry.     These  are  to  be  shown  at  the  National  Dairy  Ex- 
positon  at  Memphis,  Tenn,  from  the  15th  to  22nd  of  this  month.     Some  of 
you  may  get  good  suggestions  there.     Among  other  things,  you'll  see  Bluey 
and  Blossom,  the  two  cows,  which  illustrate  that  you  can  double  production 
with  only  40  per  cent  more  feed  to  better  cows.     There  will  also  be  an 
exhibit  to  show  the  value  of  hay  in  feeding.     You  know,  high-grade  alfalfa 
or  other  legume  hay  is  needed  to  give  cows  enough  lime  for  normal  milk 
secretion.     Cows  fed  on  low  grade  or  poorly  cured  hay,  which  has  "been  wet 
or  moldy,  fails  to  supply  enough  lime  and  the  poor  cow  is  forced  to  draw  on 
its  own  hones  for  the  lime  for  your  milk.     Then  you'll  also  see  exhibits 
showing  how  to  feed  for  fertility,  how  to  sterilize  utensils  effectively, 
and  number ous  other  things. 


Then,  too,  there  will  he  the  Dairy  Industries  Exposition  held  at 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  October  24-29  inclusive.     The  Federal  Government  will 
also  have  num©rcraa..exhibits  there,     There  will  be  shown  new  and  improved 
processes  for  recovering  food  constituents  of  dairy  by-products  as  worked 
out  "by  the  Bureau  of  Dairy  Industry,     Changes  that  have  taken  place  in 
the  dairy  industry  will  also  be  graphically  shown.     For  instance,  we  are 
now  using  more  milk  in  this  country.     The  milk  used  increased  from  98  bil- 
lion pounds  in  1921  to  more  than  116  billion  pounds  in  1925.     Daring  that 
time,  the  milk  used  for  household  purposes  increased  steadily,    More  is 
being  used  to  make  creamery  butter  and  less  and  less  being  made  into  farm 
butter. 


These  things  are  important.     There  is  a  tendency  for  foreign  pro- 
duction to  increase  faster  than  the  demand,  as  a  result  of  which  dairy  products 
producers  in  the  United  States  are  facing  increased  foreign  competition  and 
importation  of  more  dairy  products*     In  this  country,  the  present  tendency, 
on  the  other  hand,  is  for  demand  to  increase  as  rapidly,  if  not  more  rapidly, 
than  production.     Lloyd  S,  Tenny,  chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economic; 
of  the  Department  says  that  "effective  organization  in  the  production  and 


EftD  10/8/27 


distribution  of  dairy  products,  and  the  development  of  new  markets,  are 
necessary  if  the  American  dairy  industry  is  to  maintain  a  satisfactory  econom- 
ic position.  " 


In  the  immediate  general  farm  situation,  however,  there  are  signs  of 
improvement.     Farm  products  will  now  buy  a  little  more  than  they  would  at 
this  time  last  year4     The  animal  industries  as  a  whole  are  in  as  favorable  a 
position  as  they  have  been  for  ten  years.     Cotton  and  fruit  are  in  more  mod- 
erate supply  than  last  year.     In  fact,  the  prospects  are  that  the  apple  crop 
will  be  the  smallest  since  1921  and,  except  for  that  year,  the  smallest  crop 
in  twenty  years.     Agricultural  exports  from  the  United  States  during  the  past 
year  bulked  the  largest  in  five  years. 


And  most  of  this  talk  about  farms  in  the  older  parts  of  the  United 
States  being  worn  out  is  now  disproved.     Most  of  the  increases  in  acre  yields 
have  taken  place  in  the  older  farming  regions  east  of  the  Mississippi  River, 
As  farming  communities  get  used  to  the  possibilities  of  their  fields,  develop 
suitable  strains  of  plants,  learn  the  profitable  use  of  fertilizers  and  wise 
crop  rotations,  the  acre  yields  in  the  northeastern  parts  of  the  United  States 
are  expected  to  approach  the  present  high-yield  standards  in  northwestern 
Europe. 


But  one  thing  which  we  seem  to  still  have  with  us  is  the  corn  borerc 
The  wonderful  clean-up  campaign  last  spring  kept  down  the  increase  of  these 
insects  tremendously.     In  spite  of  that,  however,  the  borers  increased  50  per 
cent  in  numbers  and  continued  their  spread  southward,  westward,  and  even 
northward,     Four  hundred  and  ten  townships  have  been  added  this  year  to  the 
list  of  infested  townships  in  Ohio,  Michigan,  Pennsylvania,  New  York,  and 
Indiana. 


The  Japanese  bettle,  that  pest  which  has  been  attacking  farm,  garden, 
and  orchard  products  of  many  kinds  in  parts  of  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  New 
York,  and  Connecticut,  also  made  gainst     In  spite  of  quarantine  and  inspection 
measures,  this  insect  pest  spread  into  parts  of  Maryland  and  the  District  of 
Columbia, 


But  here's  more  cheerful  insect  news  for  the  foresters  and  timbermen. 
It's  long  been  a  question  as  to  whether  slash  from  cutting  operations  in- 
creases the  insect  menace  in  living  timber.     The  Bureau  of  Entomology  has  in- 
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vestigated  and  found  that  comparatively  few  insects  are  capable  of  adapting 
themselves  to  breeding  in  slash  and  killing  trees.     The  complete  findings  are 
contained  in  Department  Circular  411.     Write  to  the  United  States  Department  of 
Agriculture  for  it,  if  you  are  interested. 


There  is  also  a  new  circular,  Department  Circular  421,  on  the  control 
of  stain,  decay,  and  other  seasoning  defects  in  red  gum.    Prevention  of  stain 
and  decay  in  sap  gum  lumber  with  and  without  using  antiseptic  dips  is  dis- 
cussed. 


And  those  of  you  want  a  valuable  and  interesting  hobby  might  heed  this 
suggestion  of  the  Department,     Take  up  the  making  of  flowers  bloom  out  of  sea- 
son as  a  fad.     You -can  fool  flowers  into  blooming  at  unusual  seasons,  Some 
plants  which  normally  flower  in  the  fall  can  be  prevented  from  flowering  by 
lengthening  the  normal  daylight  period  by  the  use  of  electric  lights  of  proper 
intensity.     On  the  other  hand,  some  plants,  such  as  beets,,  spinach,  and  radish 
need  long  days,  and  can  be  forced  by  the  use  of  electric  lights  to  lengthen 
the  short  days,     Why  this  is  we  do  not  yet  know* 
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FARM  NEWS  DISEST 


Oct.,  15,  19270 


ANNOUNCEMENT:     Saturday  of  each  week  this  Station  presents  a  digest  of 
farm  news  prepared  for  our  radio  listeners  by  the  United  States  Departs 
ment  of  Agriculture,    There  are  timely  hints  in  this  material  which  may 
help  you  in  some  of  your  practical  problems,  so  it*s  a  good  habit  to  have 
your  pencil  ready  and  take  down  whatever  may  strike  youc    Now  Let's  hear 
what's  in  the  Farm  News  Digest  this  week* 


You've  probably  heard  a  good  deal  about  fire  prevention  this  week* 
But  fire  prevention  is  something  we  should  attend  to  every  week  in  the 
year*     It's  especially  important  for  us  farmers*    As  Secretary  of  Agri- 
culture Jar  dine  has  pointed  out,  fires  on  farms  and  in  rural  communities 
last  year  cost  3,  500  lives  and  property  to  the  value  of  $150,000,000*, 
Here  are  the  principal  causes  of  farm  fires?  First,  lightning?  Seconds 
defective  chimneys  and  flues;  Third,  careless  use  of  matches  arid  smoking; 
Fourth,  combustible  roofs;  fifths  spontaneous  combustion?  Sixth,  careless 
use  and  storage  of  gasoline  and  kerosene;  and  Seventh,  faulty  wiring  in- 
stallations and  improper  use  of  electrical  appliances.    Much  of  this  huge 
loss  could  have  been  prevented.    It  may  be  as  heavy  or  heavier  next  year 
if  we  do  not  organize  for  rural  fire  protection. 


Forest  fires  caused  siafcage  amounting  to  $26e912s295  in  the  United 
States  last  year*    This  immense  loss  was  the  result  of  91,793  fires  which 
burned  over  24,316,133  acres  of  lands*    More  than  72  per  cent  of  the  fires 
are  known  to  have  been  caused  by  man;  the  careless  smoker  leading  the  list 
of  fire  starters. 

Damage  caused  by  forest  fires  in  the  South  is  less  spectacular  than 
in  the  Northern  and  Westers  United  States, but  of  tremendous  economic  im- 
portance for  the  future  of  the  region,    Hepeated  fires  destroy  the  small 
trees  and  retard  the  growth  of  the  trees  not  killed*    Millions  of  acres 
have  been  made  barren  of  tree  grwoth  and  the  productivity  of  a  vast  acre- 
age has  been  decreased  by  annually  recurring  fires  in  the  southern  pine 


Timber  will  alwgjebe  needed  on  the  farm,  for  houses,  barns,  fences* 
and  firewood*      Growing  timber  for  home  use  and  for  sale  is  part  of  a 
rational  farm  program.    On  the  uplands,  including  the  Piedmont  and  lower 
mountain  sections  from  New  Jersey  south  and  west  to  eastern  Oklahoma,  and 
Texas  shortleaf  pine  is  a  good  crop  to  grow.    The  Department  of  Agriculture 


************ 


regionc 
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has  ^ast  issued  a  "Shortleaf  Pine  Primer"  on  that  subject*  Ask  far 
Farmers'5  Bulletin  1534-1. 


,M      <UO  *** 


In  localities  where  deep,,  well-drained  soil  4s  available  and  where 
temperatures  do  not  fall -below  10  or  -5  threes  above  zero,  timber  bamboo 
also  grows  well*    it*s  convenient  on  the  faun  for  light  fences,  fence 
posts,  trellises*  water  pipes,  baskets,  chicken  coops,  houses     light  lad- 
ders, furniture*  and  fishittg  pMes*    Jt*s  recommended  Utt  most  of  th©  . 
Cotton  States*    la  growing,        might  say,  it  rivals  the  famous  beans  of 
iJack-anfi-the*»Bea»p Stalk*    Aisywayj  it  grows  a  fstfiffc  a  day*    But  after  reach- 
ing full  si»ep  it  takes  thre«  to  five  years  to  fully  harden  and  ripen.  ■: 


Speaking  of  timber^  however,  the  United  .States  .Department  of  AgrV 
culture  has  declared  the  !E&tepda#  bi.9<&  c^l^l  a  psH&vL .goi «a^o^»  Xtca 
the  wosrst  .©f  the  currant  oc  g^«*>eYry  bushes,  im  spreading  th#  «fcit&»pina 
fcHstas'  rust  Mssase  wfci<&  aow  enfegsrs  J5§O,0C®,OO0  nwsi white,  piae^- 
4»  the  United  States*    The  spores*  that'  th«  •  disease .  ia  "tie  pi*i«s  ar© 

produced  on        leaves  of  -She^e  nuafse  plants  asd  carried,  to  the  pines  by 
the  wind? 


Por  a  similar  res-aon*  it*  8  >4oa  found  that  red  cedars  aiid  apples  are 
no*  good  neighbors*    ihe  apple  rust  is  caused  by  a  fungous  .growth^  spores 
of  which  develop  cm  the  ^ed  cedars  and  are  b^own.  to  the  apple  orchards  %® 
complete  their  life  cye&s  3sy  iaf eeti&g        apple  trees.    Vlrgiaia  s;pp£a  ; 
growers  have  found  that  the  best  way  t#  preheat  damage  frsrathe  apple  sust 
is  ts  kill  l-Ise  cedar-  trses  within  a  distance  of.  a  mile  or  two  of  the  appi« 
o?sharda*    Iffhere  the  cedars  are  more  valuable  they  should  be  protected  fress 
the  applaaa  .  . 


In  f<he  case  of  flax  .rust,  however.,  the  organism  that  causes  the  trouble 
does  not  need  another  plant  hosts.    It  lives  over  winter  on  infected  straw 
and  can  go  directly  back  to  flax  the  folSj&wing  summer.    Most  of  the  wilt- 
resisting  varieties  of  flax  now  in  use  are  susceptible  to  flax  rust,  which 
not  only  yeduses  taad  yield*  but  injures  the  stems  of  fiber  flax  for  fiber 
purposes*    But  varieties  of  flax  have  a§w  bee^  developed  which  sombine  is*- 
munity  fyom  wilt  and  rust*' 


Now  is  the  time  to  clean  up  lice  on  livestc-ck  ^efpre  winter*,    £t  is 
important  to  treat  all  the  ami^als  in  a  herd  even  though  some  of  them  appear 
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to  "be  free  from  lice,  If  only  part  of  the  herd  is  treated,  unsuspected 
animals  may  reinfest  the  entire  herd* 


Studies  conducted  by  the  Forest  Service  show  that  a  50  per  cent 
or  greater  reduction  in  animals  grazing  during  the  early  growing  period 
increases  plant  production  enough  to  permit  more  than  normal  grazing 
during  the  rest  of  the  year.    You  might  keep  that  in  mind. 


Census  statistics  show  that  more  than  19,000,000  cattle,  sheep* 
and  swine  are  butchered  each  year  on  farms  and  ranges*    The  fertilizing 
value  of  the  inedible  offal  uastes  of  these  animals  is  at  least  equal  to 
6,000  tons  of  nitrogen  and  more  than  4*000  tons  of  ''phosphoric  acids 11 
Scientists  of  the  Department  have  devised  ways  you  can  dispose  of  this 
offal  so  as  to  save  its  fertiliser  value* 


Bigger  and  better  loaves  of  bread  can  be  made  from  high  protein 
wheatP    The  protein;  content  c-f  wheat  may  be  increased  30  per  cent  by 
applying  mineral  nitrogenous  fertilisers,,  regardless  of  whether  the  soil 
needs  nitrogen,  the  Department  finds*    Uitrogen  for  the  mineral  nitrogene- 
ous  fertilizers  can  be  obtained  from  the  air.    If  that  isnH  getting  food 
frcm  the  air9  what  is  it? 


Experiments  conducted  for  a  period  of  14  years  at  the  rice  exper- 
iment station,  Crowleyfe  Louisiana*  show  that  weeds  can  be  controlled  and 
may  be  eradicated  by  growing  rice  in  rotation  with  soy  beans.    The  sue-* 
cess  of  the  weed  control  depends  upon  thorough  cultivation  which  does 
not  permit  the  weeds  to  produce  seedU 


Greater  care  is  needed  in  shipping  poultry  to  market^  the  Department 
specialists  find*    You  should  protect  poultry  from  drafts  in  transit  dur- 
ing cold  weather*     Instructions  should  be  issued  to  all  employees  of  ship- 
pers and  transportation  agencies  to  handle  coops  of  poultry  less  roughly  and 
with  greater  care  to  see  that  heads  are  not  caught  when  one  coop  is  moved 
over  another*    Care  should  b«  used  in  piling  or  stacking  coops  of  poultry 
so  as  to  insure  enough  ventilation* 

You  know,  the  American  hen  is  responsible  for  more  than  one** third  ©f 
the  world's  supply  of  poultry  and  egg%    She  lays  at  the  rate  of  about  760 
eggs  a  second  or  2,000,000,000  dozen  eggs  a  year.    In  fact,  the  American  hem 
is  a  billion  dollar  bird. 
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Neflfc,  Digest , '  you 
radio  listeners 


C\       ANNOUNCEMENT:     Nov/  for  the  Farm  News  Digest;    The  ?£_ 
\'  yy^\kniow,  is  one  of  several  features  especially  prepared  i-\x  raa*o  iis^eii«ars 
/2yv     the  Radio  Service  of  the  United  States  Department  of  Ag&cul$$re,  ?$J,  j&  r-^O 
C\V^        leased  through  this  Station  every  Saturday.     In  it  you  ge\  the  latest  find-' 
ings  and  other  activities  of  the  Department  of  AgricultureN  j<  • 


The  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture  has  announced  that  a  joint 
Federal- State  tobacco  grading  service  will  "be  conducted  at  one  of  the  Virginia 
tobacco  markets  this  season.     A  competent  tobacco  man,  experienced  in  buying 
and  grading  the  particular  type  of  tobacco  sold  on  the  market  will  be  employed. 
For  a  small  fee,  this  United  States  and  Virginia  official  will  inspect  and 
grade  tobacco  at  the  auction  warehouse  v/hen  requested  to  do  so  by  producers. 

Among  other  things,  this  new  grading  service  is  designed  to  give  the 
tobacco  trade  generally  a  common  language  which  will  make  easier  the  transac- 
tion of  business  through  a  general  knowledge  of  the  standard  grades  of  tobacco 
and  to  enable  American  producers  and  dealers  to  meet  increased  foreign  com- 
petition more  effectively. 


But  tobacco  is  not  the  only  product  which  may  be  helped  by  the  establish- 
ment of  national  grades.     Roy  C.  Potts,  chief  marketing  specialist,  Bureau 
of  Agricultural  Economics,  has  a  plan  for  the  standardized  grading  of  poultry 
and  eggs*     His  plan  in  its  complete  stage  of  development  would  require  the  use 
of  national  grades  as  a  basis  for  buying  eggs  and  poultry  from  the  producer 
and  the  payment  of  prices  with  a  proper  price  differential  between  the  dif- 
ferent grades,  and  the  marketing  of  eggs  and  poultry  through  wholesale  and  re-, 
tail  channels,  on  the  same  basis. 


The  Department  has  just  announced  the  results  of  a  survey  of  some  of 
the  economic  aspects  of  the  marketing  of  milk  and  cream  in  New  England.  In 
Department  Circular  16,  the  specialists  point  out  that  effective  cooperative 
organization  of  producers  is  needed  in  the  New  England  milk  industry.  Such 
an  organization,  it  is  held,  would  make  possible  substantial  savings  and  be 
in  position  to  adjust  output  to  meet  market  requirements  for  milk  and  milk 
products  more  accurately  than  is  now  done. 


F1JD  10/22/27 


The  Forest  Products  Laboratory  of  the  Department  is  making  tests  to 
find  out  hov/  long  paint  continues  to  protect  wood.    Paint  coatings  pro- 
tect wood  against  weathering  by  retarding  the  exchange  of  moisture  between 
the  wood  and  air.     In  previous  tests  of  paint,  some  of  the  evidences  of 
wood  weathering  have  been  regarded  as  "wood  defects"  rather  than  "paint 
defects. "    Defective  paint  may  often  be  responsible  for  what  are  sometimes 
thought  to  be  defects  in  the  wood..    These  things  are  being  considered  in 
the  new  tests. 


During  the  last  four  years,  spring  wheat  growers  of  Minnesota,  North 
Dakota,  South  Dakota,  and  Montana  have  paid  the  railroads  $2,500,000  for 
hauling  weed  seed.     The  weeds  were  in  the  wheat.     Their  weight  was  deducted 
from  the  wheat  before  it  was  paid  for,     Eut  the  freight  bill  was  a  small 
part  of  the  loss  to  the  farmers.     The  total  loss  in  transportation  costs, 
levered  prices  on  account  of  the  presence  of  weed  seed  in  the  wheat,  and  loss 
of  the  weed  seed  for  feeding  on  the  farm,  is  estimated  at  $38,000,000.  If 
the  wheat  had  been  cleaned  as  it  should  have  been,  the  cost  would  have  been 
about  $13,000,000  which  would  have  meant  a  profit  of  about  $25,000,000  to 
the  spring  v/heat  growers  in  those  four  States,     If  you  want  to  know  how  to 
save  your  part  of  that  vast  sum,  write  for  Farmers  Bulletin  1542  on  "Clean- 
ing Grain  on  Farms  and  in  Country  Elevators,  "    Remember  too,  the  losses  in 
freight  bills,  lowered  prices,  and  feed  values  is  not  the  full  damage  done 
by  weeds.     The  loss  in  production  due  to  weeds  is  even  more  serious.  By 
failure  to  use  cleaning  machinery  on  the  farm,  the  spring  wheat  grower  is 
like  the  farmer's  enemy  in  the  parable;  but  in  this  case,  he's  sowing  the 
;ares  in  his  own  field. 


Speaking  of  losses,  however,  short  shirts  and  short  sleeves  during  the 
last  few  years  have  reduced  the  consumption  of  cottons.     The  Bureau  of  Home 
Economics  find  that  a  woman's  dress,  made  according  to  the  abbreviated  style 
of  1327,  uses  1  2/3  yards  less  material  than  a  similar  dress  made  according 
to  the  longer  skirt  standards  in  vogue  in  1919. 


During  the  past  few  years  the  mosaic  disease  has  been  prevalent  on  corn 
in  the  sugar  belt  of  Louisiana,  especially  in  fields  near  sugar  cane.  Some 
planters  believe  that  the  mosaic  disease  is  injuring  the  corn  crop  materially. 
The  Department  has  investigated  and  finds  that  the  mosaic  disease,  under  the 
conditions  prevailing,  has  not  been  one  of  the  important  factors  in  reducing 
corn  yields. 
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The  Biological  Survey  is  to  make  a  study  of  fox  distemper  on  the  fur 
farms  of  the  country,  in  cooperation  with  fur  farmers.     Distemper  causes 
enormous  losses  in  the  f ox-breeding  industry.     In  case  of  outbreaks  of 
disease  on  fox  ranches,  whenever  practical  the  Survey  will  send  a  specialist 
to  study  conditions  and  advise  regarding  methods  of  control.     But  it  has  been 
found  that  in  fox-raising  even  more  than  in  other  livestock  businesses, 
"An  ounce  of  prevention  is  worth  a  pound  of  cure."     Sanitation  through  dis- 
infection and  scrupulous  cleanliness  is  the  keynote  to  distemper  prevention. 


There  have  been  a  few  more  farm-hands  this  year  than  there  have  been 
jobs  for  them.     Farm  wages  are  now  75  per  cent  higher  than  they  were  be- 
fore the  war,  but  they  are  still  well  below  relative  industrial  wages.  The 
increased  supply  of  farm  hands  this  year  is  attributed  to  lower  volume  of  in- 
dustrial employment, 


Under  a  recent  order  of  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture,  waterfowl  shoot- 
ing is  permitted  during  the  present  hunting  season  on  parts  of  the  new  Upper 
Mississippi  Eiver  Wild  Life  and  Fish  Befuge.     The  order  permits  hunting  over 
navigable  waters  and  meandered  lakes  only.     Shooting  on  marshlands  and  ponds 
is  not  permitted. 


In  cooperation  with  the  States  of  Kansas,  Colorado,  Utah,  Nevada,  Cal- 
ifornia, Oregon,  Idaho,  Montana,  South  Dakota,  Nebraska,  and  Minnesota,  the 
Department  is  making  an  investigation  looking  to  the  establishment  of  more 
accurate  rules  for  measuring  the  tonnage  in  haystacks. 


Agriculture  represents  about  one-fifth  of  the  national  wealth  of  the 
United  States.     It  normally  contributes  about  one-sixth  of  the  national  in- 
come. 
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AM0UNCSMS5TT.*    The  Farm  News  Digest,  which  i.s  broadcast  by  this  Station 
each  Saturday,  is  prepared  for  us  by  the  United  States  Department  of 
Agriculture.    This  Digest  is  designed  to  give  radio  listeners  a  weekly 
summary  of  important  agricultural  findings  and  other  activities  of  the 
Department-    Let's  hear  what's  going  on  


.    The  Secretary  of  Agriculture  has  declared  that  the  spread  of  the  corn 
borer  to  the  entire  Corn  Belt  is  inevitable.     Farmers  are  warned  that  they 
must  adjust  their  plans  to  meet  this  menace.     They  must  adopt  effective 
methods  of  holding  down  the  increase  of  corn  borers  or  they  will  have  to  make 
a  serious  readjustment  of  their  present  system  of  farming  in  the  Corn  Belt. 
The  $10,000,000  spring  control  campaign  in  New  York,  Pennsylvania,  Ohio, 
Indiana,  and  Michigan,  which  slowed  down  the  multiplication  of  corn  borers 
to  one- sixth  of  their  normal  increase,  showed  how  the  corn  borer  can  be 
held  down.     By  destruction  of  all  cornstalks,  remnants  of  stalks  and  corn 
cobs  in  the  fields  and  around  the  premises  before  the  corn  borer  moths  come 
out  in  the  spring,  farmers  can  probably  prevent  serious  commercial  damage 
to  the  Ration's  two  billion  dollar  corn  crop.     By  the  time  the  borer  has 
soread  over  the  Corn  Belt,  if  not  before,  the  most  effective  and  economical 
methods  of  control  will  probably  be  worked  out  so  that  the  damage  can  be 
kept  to  a  minimum.     In  the  meantime,  continued  concerted  action  in  cleaning- 
up  infested  areas  will  be  required. 


More  than  2,000  sportsmen,  conservationists,  and  State  officials 
are  now  helping  the  Bureau  of  Biological  Survey  in  its  monthly  census  of 
ducks,  geese,  swans,  and  coots  in  North  America.     Censuses  were  taken  at 
selected  points  in  the  United  States,  Alaska,  and  Canada,  in  August,  Septem- 
ber, and  October  and  the  next  census  will  be  taken  by  this  army  of  volunteer 
workers  on  November  12.    These  checks  are  expected  to  yield  more  accurate 
knowledge  of  the  movement,  abundance,  and  needs  of  waterfowl  which  spend 
part  of  their  life  in  this  country.     Such  information  is  needed  in  the  for- 
mulation of  regulations  for  the  protection  of  the  birds  and  the  preservation 
of  good  hunting  grounds. 


A  new  rabbit  experiment  station  is  being  established  by  the  Biological 
Survey  at  Font  ana,  California.    This  station  will  develop  reliable  information 
for  rabbit  breeders  and  rabbit  farmers  as  to  the  best  methods  of  breeding, 
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feeding,  and  housing  rabbits  so  as  to  produce  high  quality  moat  and  fur 


The  Mexican  bean  beetle  has  apparently  spread  faster  this 
season  than  in  any  other  since  its  introduction  into  the  Eastern  States. 
It  has  been  reported  from  Norfolk,  Arlington,  and  Vienna,  Virginia; 
Lumberton,  North  Carolina;  Lambertville,  Michigan;  and  Silver  Springs, 
New  York,     It  is  inroortant  to  know  whether  or  not  the  Mexican  bean  beetle 
will  live  through  the  winter  in  the  eastern  coastal  plain,   and  observers 
have  been  requested  to  reuort  its  occurrence  in  their  territory. 


There*  has  been  less  hog  cholera  this  year  than  was  expected  after 
the  severe  outbreaks  of  last  year-    September,  October,  and  November  are 
usually  the  worst  months  for  hog  cholera,  although  there  is  more  or  less 
in  all  seasons.      Federal  sanitatians  believe,  however,  that  the  compara- 
tively low-death  rate  from  hog  cholera  so  far  this  season  can  be  attributed 
to  the  fact  that  the  immunization  treatment  has  been  used  more  widely 
this  year  than  ever  before.     Serum  treatments  year  after  year  will  make 
hog  raising  a  safe  business  as  far  as  hog  cholera  is  concerned.     The  big 
trouble  last  year  was  that  farmers  hadn't  been  keeping  up  the  immunization 
treatments. 


Speaking  of  hogs,  however,  you  should  cook  pork  well.    Failure  to 
cook  pork  well  may  be  followed  by  the  serious  illness  known  as  trichinosis. 
This  disease  is  caused  by  a  small  parasite ' which  occurs  in  the  pork.  It's 
so  small  you  can't  see  it  except  with  a  microscope  and  the  hogs  ordinarily 
show  no  symptoms.     Raw  pork  in  any  form  is  likely  to  contain  these  danger- 
ous parasites.     A  simple  and  safe  rule  is  to  cook  pork  v/ell  done.  Well 
done  pork  is  fine  food. 


The  United  States  standard  grades  of  honey  are  attracting  con- 
siderable attention  nowadays  both  here  and  abroad.     Until  these  standards 
of  honey  color  were  established,  you  never  knew  what  you  would  get  when 
you  ordered  a  certain  quality  of  honey.     Honeys  were  crudely  graded  ac- 
cording to  color,  but  everybody  seemed  to  differ  as  to  whether  or  not  the 
honey  met  the  color  grade.     Under  the  new  system  colors  can  be  matched 
perfectly  and  honey  graded  according  to  definite  color  standards. 


The  Department  has  just  issued  its  Leaflet  No,  •  9.  "Making  and 
Storing  Farm  Butter  for  winter  Use."    To  keep  summer  butter  for  winter 
use,  you  should  make  it  of  Pasteurized  s^eet  cream.     Churn  it  at  a  low  tem- 
perature and  wash  out  the  buttermilk  thoroughly.     AH  butter-making  utensil 
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and  crocks  should  be  cleaned  with  a  dairy  cleanser  and  well  rinsed  with 
boiling  water  a  short  time  before  they  are  used.    Work  the  butter  only 
moderately.     Then  make  it  into  rolls  or  prints.     Wrap  the  rolls  of  butter 
in  parchment  paper,  pack  them  in  crocks  and  fill  the  crocks  with  strong 

brine.     Keep  the  crocks  of  butter  in  the  coldest  place  possible   but 

if  you  want  the  details,  write  for  Leaf let  No.  9, 


Egg  production  during  the  past  few  years  ha.s  increased  twice  as  fast 
as  has  the  population*    So  many  egg  producers  in  different  parts  of  the 
country  have  already  learned  how  to  meet  the  demand  for  fresh  eggs  in  the 
fall  and  winter  months  and  have  prepared  to  do  it  that  individuals  and  com- 
munities thinking  of  expansion  beyond  the  capacity  of  their  local  markets 
should  consider  carefully  the  economic  factors  affecting  the  efficient 
marketing  and  economical  production  of  eggs.     And  no  matter  what  your  market, 
whether  local  or  distant,  big  or  little,  it  is  becoming  increasingly  im- 
portant for  every  poultryman  to  keep  records,  so  he  can  keep  tab  on  the 
actual  conditon  of  his  business. 

##### 
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